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PATRIARCHAL BULL
OF
HIS HOLINESS KEVORK V.

CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS

L4

KEVORK, SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST AND BY THE
INSCRUTABLE WILL OF GOD CHIEF-BISHOP AND CA-
THOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS, SUPREME PATRIARCH
OF THE NATIONAL EXALTED SEE OF THE ARA-
RATIAN CHURCH AT THE CATHEDRAL OF HOLY
ETCHMIADZIN:

To all true sons of Armenia now sojourning in distant Ame-
rica, in the cities and towns of California, to Right-Reverend
Vartabeds, to Reverend Priests, to the Honorable members of
Representative Assemblies, to the esteemed members of Boards
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of Elders of Churches and Chapels, to all Charitable Unions
and other Organizations acceptable to God, to Honorable mer-
chants and skilled artisans, to honest farmers and hard-
working tillers of the soil, to virtuous ladies and modest young
ladies, to diligent boy and girl students and to all our people
who have their homes in California,

Patriarchal Greeting and Benedictions from the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin and from us, the successor to the Throne of our
Holy Father, the Illuminator of the land of Armenia.

Let Divine Love, Grace and Peace visit you and abide with
you, that you may live a life full of devolion, virtuous deeds
and useful undertakings. Let the Holy Spirit bind your hearts
with sacred ties to our Mother-Country, to the Holy Armenian
Church and to each other. ¢

Upon the occasion of delivering these God-given greetings

and Patriarchal benedictions we wish to inform you, our be-

loved sons, that we have received a communication from your

Assembly of Rpresentatives, in which, after announcing that '
they have elected the Right-Reverend Bishop Karekin Khacha-

doorian, a member of our Holy See, to the office of Prelacy in
the Diocese of California, they asked us to confirm his election.

Their choice proving satisfactory to us, we hereby, by Pat-
riarchal Bull, do give our consent to it and confirm it. We also
announce the creation of a seperate and distinet Diocese of
California, and to the Prelacy of this new Diocese we appoint

- %
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the choice of your Assembly of Representatives, our Spiritual :
Son, the Right-Reverend Bishop Karekin Khachadoorian. We
are sending him to you and we bind you all to receive him as
your Prelate and Overseer of the Church of Christ according

to ancient pious usage.

We urge vou all to co-operate with him in his religious and
national activities, and to give a ready ear to his Evangelical
Preachments, and Fatherly exhortations, whose sole aim and
object will be the advancement of morality and the prosperiy
of our National Church, and the betterment of all educational

and other works in your diocese.

Beloved sons of Armenia, sojourners far from your na-
tive land, let me remind you of the great moral precept which
our Divine Teacher handed down to his followers: “Love ye
one another, for God is love. Bear ever in mind that only
through this love preached by our Saviour, you can show a
united front against all hardships and tribulations of life, and

»”

overcoming them you will succeed in reaching your goal which
i« the welfare of our Nation.

In unity we find the source of all blessings, while inharmo-
nious conduect leads to disaster. Therefore I entreat you not
to entertain any hostile thoughts towards each other, and ba-
nish from amongst you strong party-feelings; for they are a
menace to our National Life.

And 1 further entreat you to give a helping-hand to your
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newly elected Prelate. Work together with zest and in har-
mony in all activities that lead to the splendour of the Church
and the education of the people

As your spiritual Father, I advise you, my beloved people,
to love and cherish the Holy Armenian Church. Be ever true
to her. Support her with living Faith, Hope and Charity.
Through all the past ages she has been a veritable mother
nourishing her sons. Tens of thousands of Martyrs, spiritual
leaders of the people and saintly Fathers, have sacrificed their
lives that our Nation may advance in the paths of moral and
mental progress. And to-day the Holy Armenian Church is
the sacred tie by whose spiritual and religious force all Ar-
menians throughout the world are bound together under the
tutelage of the Holy See of Etchmiadzin.

I further advise you to love and not forget your mother-
tongue, our National Literature and the History of our Nation.
Study them assiduously yourself and teach them to your cild-
ren. A rational education in these subjects will save them
from being estranged from their Mother-Country.

Armenian mothers, I advise you to lead a virtuous life that
is enriched with useful work. Beware of being frivolous and
immodest, curb all love of finery, and do not indulge in idleness.
Be studious and diligent in your work. Love and cherish your
children.  Sustained by religion, and imbued with our National
spirit guide their footsteps that they become worthy members
of our Mother-Church, and dear Nation.

-

b2
frct

Ministers of God, and Leaders of men, follow your holy cal-
ling earnestly, in time, and out of time. Teach and guide the
people of God, practising first yourself what you preach,

The talents entrusted to your care by our Lord should be
profitably invested. Perform your religious duties in all
sanctity. Thus you will enjoy a clear conscience.

We pray the Almighty God to sustain you all with His In-
finite Goodness, and bless you and all the members of your fa-
milies. Let Him crown with success all your undertakings.

We pray Him to grant wisdom to our dear Nation and en-
rich it with all goodness and happiness. Let Him strengthen
our Holy Church, granting her solidarity and stability and
prosperity. And also peace to the whole world.

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit and with continuous bene-
dictions on our part, abide in peace and health. Amen.

Sorrowful KEVORK V.
Sapreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians

November 27, Year 1927
Armenian Calender Year 1376
Year 12th of Our Patriarchate,
Araratian Mother-See, of Holy Etchmiadzin,
Vagharshabad.
No. 1020.
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A MESSAGE

FROM THE FIRST ARMENIAN PRELATE OF CALIFORNIA

Beloved Armenians of California.

After hearing the blissful greetings of our Supreme Pat-
riarch and Catholicos of all Armenia, I would ask you to listen
to a few words of greeting from your first Prelate, who comes
to you with a heart overflowing with sincere affection, that
is further fortified by his solemn vow of consecration and
sacrifice.  He himself having been guided by the radiant light
that is reflected by the Personality of Jesus, now invites you
to approach him in an intimate and thoughtful frankness, yes,
walk with him with confidence and perseverance and listen
willingly and attentively to his pastoral songs, even though
they should lack in art. He would ask you to ever keep your
eyes fixed on that one sublime aim which is the good and the
beautiful, for it belongs to us all.
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On this distant but hospitable shores, where among inva-
luable moral treasures, the material world is so full of attrac-
tions, at times even meost debilating in seductiveness, we are in
duty bound to cultivate in ourselves and manifest unequivo-
cally the pious and soulful emotions that our forefathers had
the good fortune to experience in the old and perhaps much
happier days.

We may derive the self-same emotions from the Holy Ar-
menian Church, a true image of the Church of Christ. She
has inherited that shining and vivifying spirit from the living
Faith of the Gospel, since the first centuries of Christianity.
That Faith, universal in its scope, and possessing the quality of
changing into flesh and blood, is incorporated in the Armenian
Nation, and Armenian heart.

It was this spirit that gave birth to unnumbered heroes,
‘who with conscious martyrdom won eternal glory.

This Faith of the Armenians had its foundation on the te-
nets of the Holy Gospel; this Faith has opened wide the shining,
though thorny, road of civilization, and through this road have
advenced all right-thinking Christians and other men.

Nationalistic values have been incorporated in the human
race by God Himself, and if they are examined unbiased by
ancient or modern prejudices, it will he seen that they have
been sanctioned by this Faith; at the same time the beautiful

ah

idea of harmonious and essential Unity of mankind is not
destroyed.

Our scoffing at these sacred Nationalistic values and our
indifference to them can never be justified if we judge the rea-
lities of life impartially.

To love one’s own people, their traditions, their customs,
their language; to be interested in their past and be inspired
by it; to love one’s own country, to be enthused over its na-
tural sceneries and to take an interest in its welfare,-I say, all
these are as natural as our love for our own homes. And this
love does not antagonize nor interfere with that high humani-
tarian ideal which tends towards binding with brotherly ties
all the nations of the earth, while each sill keeps its own indi-
vidual characteristics.

Thus we may realize the Kingdom of God on earth. Thas
shall prevail universal peace and universal prosperity.

Beloved Armenians of California, the first Prelate of your
newly created Diocese entreats you to accept and adopt this
sublime Faith, that reconciles so beautifully and harmoniously
all humanitarian and nationalistic sentiments, a Faith that
has been the inallienable and centuries-old heritage of:the Ar-

wenian race.

I have come to you willingly and readily to proclaim to you
in no uncertain voice the wonderful nature and the constructive
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force of this Faith. With this Faih in me [ will work for
* you and with you.

Upon my arrival here I adressed you a few.words of gree-
ting at our Holy Church. I said to you that I do not want a-
nything from you but your own selves. If I have you,
I have everything. And it's for your own sake that I wish
to have you. By my winning you, you will be the gainers, and
whatever you gain will be absolutely yours. It will not belong
to this man or ta that, to this group of people or that. It will
belong to eac_}; single person that has his residence in this newly
created diocese. To divide and distribute it equitably it’s not
necessary to have a sharp sword, or a stinging -pen, or a biting
tongue, or even a tragic thought. Ouly love, self-effacing

love, will make a fair division and distribution,

When you have realized this fact it will not be hard, at
least, it will not be impossible, for you to approach unhesita-
tingly and with ready steps to the great vow of consecration
that I took when I assumed this Ministry. That vow will be

. yours too.

These few words are only introductory to all the sugges-
tions and exhortations that I intend to give you in writing as
occasions arise.

I feel confident, that cgsf T ghigh recommenda-
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tions of our Supreme Patriarch, these sincere words of mine
will find a ready response in your souls.

1 pray that the All-Merciful Father of the Universe bounti-
fully bless you for all the efforts and sacrifices that you are

making for the support of your homes, for the glory of your
Church and for the progress of your Nation.

With greetings of sincere love and blessing you all,
Prayerfully,
Prelate of Armenians of California

BISHOP KAREKIN OF TRIEBIZOND
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