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WE, KEVORK, SERVANT of JESUS-CHRIST

g and, by the grace of God, chief Archbhishop

I 22 Uupepp 1916 wlp

Lus Smilwrpua (341,

b Lwgraaybsnupbwl dbroaud G, wulp
Wrwrwsbwl Vape Upon U, EgdphwdGh

and Catholicos of all Armenians, and sup-
reme Patriarch of the superior national
See, of the Araratian apostolic Basilica of

saint Etchmiazin, send hereby, from this holy

apostolic Temple of Etchmiazin, and in the name of
1 our Saint Illuminator and in our own name who are
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the Chief of the whole Nation and great Pastor of the
Church, our greetings full of love to our reverend dio-
cesan Priests, wise Members of Church-Administra-
l> tions, diligent Représentatives, gracious Deacons,

-—
———

honest and zealous Ladies, pure and graceful Virgins,
industricus merchants, careful members of educational,
beneficential, orphan-breeding and all other godly inst-
itutions, toiling workmen, and generally all the faithful

Armenian, men and women, old man and children,
great and small, all who are scattered in foreign coun-
tries with different languages and religions, our spirit-
7
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ual children and proper sons of our Mother of Light,
specially those who are in India and in the
neighbouring Islands. Amen.

O! that my eyes were fountains of tears, that |
might weep day and night, and mourn for my sons
and daughters ! O! that [ had a small dwelling in the
meridional deserts, that [ might visit my darlings and
pour soothing words into their ears and cheering
speeches into their hearts, lest they should break from
the desolation which came on, and they should sink
under sufferings and torments.

My children, driven away from their hereditary
homes, were delivered to the wicked and were scat-
tered all over the world, and the sons of the wicked
entered the patrimonies of our fathers, and ruined and
violated our holy temples and made our churches like
the orchard-keepers’ huts. They cast the corpses of the
Lord’s servants and ministers as a prey for the wild
fowls of the sky, and the bodies of our mothers and
sisters, of our daughters and sons as a prey for the wild
beasts of the earth, They shed their blood like water,
and all the rivers were tinged in scarlet with the redness
of their blood; there was nobody to bury their dead
bodies; and the rivers were turned back in their currents
with the multitude of their corpses. Our dead bodies
became like the grass behind the mowers, and there was
nobody to gather them. The waves of Euphrates and
of Tigris washed the inanimate bodies of our flock like
those of martyrs; our land was entirely spoiled, and not
even a wild deer came to graze in it; for the sword of

& & =™

the enemy ate all my children and every breathing life;
and nobody came to help them, and the arm of the Lord
lay heavy upon them. We became an outrage to our
neighbours, a mockery to the impious; and the heathens
said : Where is their God, to save them from our hands;
let us exterminate them with fire and sword, until the
f root of their life and existence be annihilated.

Now, o my sons and spiritual children, hear my
voice and the commandments [ give to you. I have
prayed God in my groans, and | have besought : Let me
know, o Lord, the way how to save my people from
their sufferings, this people whom Thou gavest unto me,
that I may change their evil into good, and their ruin
into prosperity, and their exhaustion into multiplication.

And the voice of the Lord said to me : Now, I will

—"a

populate thy wasted lana, and 1 will bring again the
inhabitants of this country, and | will cause them to live
again there; [ will rouse a new Joshua, who will lead
them back to their homes, and I will listen again to their
! prayers in their temples. I will have pity on them, and
thy people will no more be afflicted; for I will raise up
the sons of thy sons who are abroad and in foreign
countries, and they will come to help thee. They will

. not turn aside their eyes from the poor and the home-
\ less, for these poor and homeless are their own brothers
and sisters; and the sun of justice will rise again, by
means of strangers, over their remainders; for, to the
eyes of humanity and charity, there is no difference
between beings of common origine. Thy sons living now
in foreign countries will come back to help their Mother
in mourning into joy and her desolation into fertility.

. S R

=2, S26

s s




Therefore | send to you His Eminence Bishop
Thorgom, prelate (Arachnort) to our flock in Egypt; he
will give you a full account of everything. We exhort

1 you, our dear children, great and small, men and women,
té listen with love to his words of comfort and exho-
rtation,and to stretch a helping arm to rebuild our ruined
country, to reconstitute our temples for the glorification
of the Lord’s name, to open our schools for instruction
and education, to found orphanages and asylums for old
men and widows, hospitals for the sick and those who
have nobody to help them, in order that God’s eyes look
again on us with sweetness, and his arm sustain my
flock on their return to their ruined and desolate homes.

S

Remember, o my spiritual children, the virtuous
deeds of our ancestors, who fellowed the impulsion of
their hearts, and never negleéted to make generous gifts
for the great needs of their fatherland; who were living
in far-off countries, bui whose hearts were attached to
their country ; who were wandering about amongst
| foreign nations, but never forgot their Mother of Light;
who were living among people of different race and
religion, but who never let the flame of hope breeding in
their bosoms be extinguished; whose souis were always
with their compatriots, and whose minds were perpe-
tually in tendency to the happiness of their countrymen
whose gifts never ceased to flow; whose left hand did
not know what their right one was doing for the comfort
of their neighbours,for the soothing of the needy,for the
wiping of orphains’ and widows’ tears, and by whose
good office the bitterness of the afflicted was changed
into sweet food for them. Show yourselves to be the
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worthy children of your meritorious forefathers by your
gifts and by your adhesion to our public work of bene-
volence.

Rise, and come, o you our spiritual sons, surround -

our messenger, legate and spiritual minister. Open wide

the gate of generous gifts in order to provide for the <Z
general needs of our distressful nation, that the mighty n
may not boast and say : What was overthrown by my
hands can never more be re-established ; but that the
wisdom of the weak may boast and say that it is the Lord
who builds, it is the hand of the Almighty that founds,
it is the will of the Lord that guides the steps of the weak.

As for us, who are the Chiefof the whole Nation,
we pray the giver of all favours to bestow plenty of good
gifts on those who will have spared nothing to the needy,
and we exhort them never to despond or to be disheart-
ened in this distress, for we are hopeful for a happy future,
and we beg you all to bear with love and forbearance I
this our cross and cup of bitterness. We believe on God’s
visit to us and that He will preserve you, my children
in God. Amen.

22 of April 1916,

Armen. Cal. 1365.

on the V year of our Patriarchate,
at the Araratian Superior See

of St. Etchmiazin

in Vagharshabad.
Sub. 902.
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