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THE MEETING OF THE KINGS.

KHRIMEAN AND HIS PROPHECY.

WE here present in a word-for-word translation, put into rhyth-
mical English prose by Mr. Laurence Binyon, one of England’s
best Lyric Poets, a singular, and one might almost say prophetic,
poem from the pen of the Head of the Armenian Chureh, the late
Khrimean Hairik, written in 1900 at Edjmiatsin, the Holy See of
Armenia,.

It was at Constantinople in the year 1886 that I had the
pleasure of making the acquaintance of the then Archbishop
Khrimean ; but it was in the exalted position of the Katholikos of
All Armenians that I afterwards, and for the last time, saw him in
1903 at Edjmiatsin. During my short stay there I passed many
evenings in conversation with His Holiness, who, notwithstanding
his great age of 83 years, was still full of his natural spirit and wit.

One day he handed me a manuscript, saying: “This cannot
be published now in Russia. Take it to your free England ; per-
adventure you will one day publish it there.”

It is not so much the poetical talent that is so striking in
these lines, as the symbolical characterisation of each individual
Great Power, and judging of the merits of the poem the reader
should bear in mind that Khrimean Hairik knew no other
language than Armenian and Syriac.

When one day, after the outbreak of the present war, I
happened to read the manuscript again, I was struck by its pro-
phetic nature, the most astonishing feature being that Hairik had
brought forth the King of little Belgium and made him the
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THE MEETING OF THE KINGS

pre-eminent figure in the meeting of the Greatest Sovereigns of the
earth, and had put into his mouth an emblematic and solemnly
reprehensive speech addressed to them. All the Rulers represented
in that meeting are now involved in war. The King of Italy
alone is absent from this Council of Kings. There is yet a further
point that is extraordinary ; a fatalistic prediction emanates from
the lips of Abd-ul-Hamid, that this terrible struggle will end by
the fall of Turkey at the shores of the Bosphorus, and that peace
will then be to the world—a. prediction that will appeal most of all to
the heart of the Armenian people. It was for allowing massacres
of Armenians that all Europe, and in particular the pro-Turkish
policy of the Austro-Germans as announced by Count Golu-
chowsky, was condemned by Lord Rosebery speaking at the Eighty
Club as a Liberal Prime Minister:—*“That is a pregnant, a
terrible sentence. It is the declared abdication of Europe in
the affairs of the Ottoman Empire. This is what we have come
to after nearly nineteen centuries of Christianity. . .. So that
Europe, every part of which worships the same Christ, and
believes in the doctrines of the same New Testament, through
one way or another, is prepared, on the verge of the twentieth
century, to relinquish its suffering fellow-Christians to the cruel
mercies of barbarous Kurds, directed or connived at by a still
more barbarous Government.”

Of the charm and greatness of the personality of the Author
of this Poem I can call for no more trustworthy and better testi-
mony than that of an English scholar, the late H. F. B. Lynch, the
greatest authority on Armenia, enthusiastically expressed in Vol. L.
of his monumental work ‘ Armenia,’ as appears from the following
quotations relative to the events of the year 1893.

. .. Wherever we have been in the society of Armenians,
talk has centred upon the triumphal journey and the approaching
consecration of His Holiness Mekertich Khrimean. It is not only
the ancient ceremony, and it is not merely the assembling of
delegates from all parts of the Armenian world that appeals to the
heart of the nation. It is the personality and reputation of the
man. The people forgets, but it does not change. The imagina-
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tion of the race still sees in the holder of the pontifical office not
alone or so much an archbishop or Katholikos—the keystone of
the edifice of the Church—as a high priest in the old biblical sense-
Khrimean is the ideal of a high priest. He is a figure which steps
straight out from the Old Testament with all the fire and all the
poetry. At the ceremony of his consecration it seemed as if at the
foot of Ararat the ancient spirit were still alive, and that the holy
oil which descended upon that venerable head from the beak of the
golden dove anointed a law-giver to the people who announced the
Divine Word. This impression was in part derived from the
Semitic cast of his features. The large brown eyes and aquiline
nose above a long and full beard are characteristics which we
associate with the Jewish nation, but which are not uncommon
among the Armenians. What is more rare among this people is
the spirituality and refinement which is written in every line of
this handsome face. But the whole character of the man would
seem to have been moulded upon a biblical model rather than
upon that of the Christian hierarchy. He is the tried statesman
to whom the people look for guidance in the abeyance of the kingly
office.  With him religion and patriotism are almost interchange-
able terms” (Vol. L., p. 236).

In recounting the life of Khrimean, the author of ‘Armenia’
writes :— :

“« As we were winding up the slopes of Mount Varag on our
way to the ancient monastery where he lived so long, teaching in
the school which he had founded within its walls, and often taking
this very path from the cloister to preach in the little church of
Hankusner, on the outskirts of the gardens of Van, our attention
was called to a spot where an assassin had lain in wait for him,
deputed by his enemies to kill him, as he rode unaccompanied
towards the town. The story is told that when the man perceived
him and raised his rifle to his shoulder, a sudden fear seized his
limbs, his arm shook like a wand, and he fell upon his knees
before his victim, whose look he had been unable to bear. Asa
writer Khrimean has expressed, through the vehicle of a prose
which is full of poetry and emotion, conceptions of Seripture and
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thoughts upon the trouble of his time which might have sprung
from the warm imagination of the early Christians in the East.
He has often suffered for the fire of his sermons, and he possesses
both the style of the consummate orator and the personal charm
which keeps an audience under a spell. He has for many years
been in the forefront of the Armenian movement ; and it was he
who pleaded the Armenian cause at the Congress of Berlin. A
people whose spirit has been crushed and whose manhood has
been degraded, gather new life from such a teacher, and learn to
become men. DBut perhaps the most striking quality in the
character, which is at once complex and clear as the light of day, is
the ever-willing kindness and open-armed sympathy with which
he shares the troubles of his fellow-men. As the throng press
round him, the holder of their highest office, and endeavour to
kiss his hand or gain a glimpse of his face, the mind travels back
to that solemn scene in which the Greek king receives his stricken
and distracted people: ‘O my poor children, known to me, not
unknown is the subject of your prayer; well am I aware that you
are sore afflicted all; yet, though you suffer, there is not one
among you who suffers even as I. For the grief you bear comes to
each one alone—himself for himself he suffers—and to none other
else, but my soul mourns for the State and for myself and you’”
(p. 239).

“_ . . On the morning following a restful day which intro-
duced us to our new environment, I was invited to visit His
Holiness. He had arrived within the walls of the cloister during
our sojourn on Ararat, and it appeared that he had scarcely been
able to leave his apartments owing to the enthusiasm of the
humbler among his admirers, who could not be restrained from
pressing round him whenever he walked abroad . .. Even the
garden had been invaded by the peasants, who would wait hour
after hour to catch a glimpse of their Hairik—a term of endear-
ment, signifying ‘Little Father,” under which Khrimean is very
generally known . . . I do not remember having everseen a more
handsome and engaging face; and I experienced a thrill of
pleasure at the mere fact of sitting beside him and seeing the
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smile, which was evidently habitual to those features, play around
the limpid brown eyes. The voice, too, is one of great sweetness,
and the manner a quiet dignity with strength behind . . . In the
course of conversation we passed to his sojourn in England, and I
asked his opinion of Mr. Gladstone, with whom he had enjoyed
some intercourse. He had been impressed, like so many others,
with the theological cast of that supple mind. The face contracted
when we came to speak of his life in the Turkish provinces; and
he laid stress upon the terrible reality of the sufferings of the
Armenian inhabitants. All the struggles and hopes and anguish
of his strenuous days and sleepless nights seemed to rise in the
mind and shake the voice. Then he sank back, with a sigh which
seemed to regret them ” (pp. 247-248).

“. .. Before eleven, darkness unrelieved had settled upon
the scene. I made my way to the rooms of His Holiness and
ascertained that he would receive me in spite of the lateness of
the hour.

“I found him reclining on a wooden couch in a bare white-
washed apartment; a single rug was suspended upon the wall
beside the couch. Such is the bed and such the furniture natural
to the object of all this pomp, which I do not doubt is profoundly
distasteful to such a character. He took my hand in his, and we
sat together for some time, the office of interpreter being, I think,
performed by Dr. Arshak Ter Mikelian. Our talk ranged over
many subjects; but I should have preferred to sit still, look in
those eyes, and hear that voice. I think we both felt that we
were very near each other; and religion is a subtler thing than
can be defined in creeds and dogmas or embodied in what the
world calls wiews” (p. 256).

This remarkable man who had so deeply impressed the learned
Englishman was, according to his sympathetic biographical account,
born on the 17th of April 1820 at Van. Already in 1841 he had
become a traveller and a thinker. In that year he made a journey
to Ararat and Edjmiatsin. His first book appeared in 1850, and
consisted of a description in poetry of his travels in Ararat. Then
he published an account of his journey to the Holy Land and
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Cilicia, the land of the last Armenian dynasty. In 1855 he
became a monastic priest. It is at this date that the more con-
spicuous portion of his life commenced. The pulpit gave full scope
to his natural eloquence, while the qualities of the student and
writer were displayed in the columns of a journal which he founded
in 1856, and named the ‘ Eagle of Vaspurakan’; and he was the
first man who installed a printing machine in Armenia, the first
in Van, and then another in Moush.

The waves of patriotism which he set in motion have never
yet subsided, and the time is nearing when we may see upon what
shore of promise or disappointment they are destined to break and
disappear! If ever there was a good cause for the Armenian
people, such was the cause he championed, and no advocate could
be more pure-minded than himself. His avowed object and real
aim was the elevation of the Armenians and their preparations for
the new era which he foresaw ; this era he conceived as one of
national activity in the rapid decline of the Musulman peoples
and the approach of new influences from the West. The inculca-
tion of such doctrines in the minds of his countrymen was sure to
produce a ferment among a people who have been regarded as
inferiors and almost as the slaves of the Musulmans for upwards
of eight hundred years. It was imputed to him that he was work-
ing to revive the old Armenian Kingdom. In 1869 he was elected
Patriarch of Constantinople, a dignity which he only held for four
years. The Turkish Government had become alive to his great
and growing popularity, and it was found expedient that he should
resign. When, after the Russo-Turkish War, the Congress met at
Berlin in 1878, the ex-Patriarch Khrimean undertook a mission on
behalf of his people to the German capital. This was his first,
and only, visit to the West, and the result of his efforts and those
of Nerses, Patriarch of Constantinople, was the insertion of the
well-known clause in the Treaty of Berlin pledging Europe to
supervise the execution of reforms in the Asiatic provinces of
Turkey inhabited by Armenians.

Khrimean returned to Armenia, the object of resentment of
the Ottoman Government. Armenian discontent, however, was
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spreading ; the alarm of the Sublime Porte was increasing, and in
1886 Khrimean, as the living spirit of Armenian movement, was,
by the order of Abd-ul-Hamid, removed to Constantinople and
thence in 1889 exiled to Jerusalem. In 1892 the prisoner of
Abd-ul-Hamid, at the age of seventy-two, was by the unanimous
voice of the people elected to the primacy of the Armenian Church.
After a year’s procrastination the Sultan was at last obliged to
concede the demands of the Government of the Tsar and allow the
Katholikos-elect to proceed to his seat in Russia.

After occupying the seat of St. Gregory the Illuminator for
fourteen years, Khrimean Hairik died on Nov. 11,1907, at the age
of eighty-seven.

To the eye of the Armenian nation he appeared as a venerable
living statue of incarnated patriotism for nearly fifty years; and in
all Armenian history we scarcely meet with a personality who in
his lifetime had attained a higher and more enduring popularity
than the writer of this poem.



THE MEETING OF THE KINGS.

) How it befell I know not,
‘Whether by challenge or invitation,
On a day the kings of the world
Assembled and came together.

Each in turn began to speak

And to question, one of another,
Which of them all has peace

And sweet slumber in the night-time.
With cares and perplexities infinite
How shall sleep not be troubled ?

First spoke the Lord of Britain,
The mighty ruler of ocean.
Sweet is my sleep and peaceful.
I have armed ships without number,
I am invincible in the sea.
The sea is my rampart,
It compasses my island all about.
And I have stretched out my arms
Even unto India, unto China.
If I am driven from the land
I know how to swim the seas.
Like Leviathan blowing water
I flood the world to its ends.
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Mighty Napoleon, that fierce dragon,
Hissing, wrestled with Leviathan,
Who twisted him with his strong tail
And cast him on Helena’s isle.

This is my power from nature :

But thereto I have added riches,
Riches beyond computation.

On a pillow of gold I lay my head
And sleep secure in the night.

Then was the turn of the German,
The self-glorious, arrogant Kaiser.
He spoke: No pillow of gold have I,
But I have drilled battalions,
An army unconquered and terrible.
Over France have I shown my might.
Yet not alone in armies
Is the vaunt of Germany’s crown,
Her science it is that exalts her.
I watch, I keep vigil.
Would you know my bed of rest ?
It is Krupp’s dreadful cannon.
On that iron bed I lay me down
And sleep through the night untroubled.
Now one desire of my heart
I will to reveal among you :
That Eastern Riddle which perplext our fathers,
Is the knot untied, is the question answered ?
They who met in Congress at Berlin,
Left they not half the knot unravelled ?
That Article, the sixty-first,
The hope and trust of Armenia,
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Was reversed in act; a hundred thousand
Armenians perished and were sacrificed.
Turkey, men say, is sick unto death.
Physician am I ; suffer me therefore

To cherish and tend that afflicted one.
Surely I shall heal him and make him strong,
The world shall see it and be astonished.
And this shall be proof of my cure:

The road of iron rails

I will carry through Asia to Babylon.
Though little thereby I profit,

Great shall be the profit to the Turk.

His country shall grow rich

And his people shall flourish.

So shall the riddle be resolved

And peace abide in the East.

The Rulers heard that word,
And each frowned askance.

And it fell to France to speak,
To the Republic’s President. He said :
I am no great one, throned and anointed,
But a simple man without uniform.
The crown Napoleon took with him,
It is gone, never to return.
My cares are not as your cares,
My office is but brief.
But the regicides, the cursed assassins,
Know not the good from the evil.
Whether a king rule, or a citizen,
His head, they say, must fall.

12
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Only barbarian nations

Cherish the head and the crown.

I have no sleep, my sleep is gone,

When I remember the good Carnot.

And another thing there is torments me,

And not me alone, but all our nation ;

Because of it France is sleepless, and her soul
| is wrung.

It hurts my lips to utter the word—

It is Alsace and Lorraine.

<Ah !’ scowled the German Kaiser.

Then was the turn of Austria,
That old Emperor of an old kingdom.
I also have many sorrows
‘Which rob my heart of its rest.

My son, my only-begotten son,
Perished ; the heir inherited nothing.
My incomparable Queen

Was murdered by a vile hand.
Enough of the sorrows of my house,
That have taken sleep from my eyes !
My country indeed prospers,

"~ Yet it is not of one race or nation,

But of many tongues and peoples

At variance one with another.

Not barbarous; yet a Babel.

O how heavy and difficult it is

To be ruler of races at strife !

Only the hand of God has the power,

Who causes the war of the elements to obey him.
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You know that I rule as a father his children,
Ever have I put from me

Desire of violent ways. -

I am old and have seen many things:

Surely I know that from one violence
Another violence is begotten.

_Believe me, O kings;

~  History bears me witness.

The Sovreign Lord of the mighty
Power of the North spoke in his turn :
My country stretches without a bound ;
1t is broad as earth, it is infinite.

In whatever place I will

I lay me down to sleep like a lion.

‘Who slumbers or who keeps vigil ?

It is one to me, for who shall disturb me ?
Myriads of brave Cossacks

Keep watch about my doors.

Great Napoleon dreamed

To hurl his hosts on me even unto Moscow.
Peril seized him ; his heart repented ;
Broken-backed he retired and fled.

From his tomb in the Hospital of the Veterans,
From his porphyry tomb, if he heard

That France is vowed ally of Russia,

The ancient rival, the enemy,

Surely his bones would start up

And cry aloud to his France, indignant.
Ah! Time, Time,

That dissolves and changes all things,

Time makes the foe to be a friend.
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But I tell you, O crowned ones,
It is not from the West

Fear comes to me and dark apprehension :
In the East stands my dread.

It is China, China,

That steals the sleep from my eyelids.
Who knows or who shall foretell ?
Peradventure the time is at hand
When China, waxing stronger,

And her multitudes like as ourselves
Disciplined to arms and to battle,
Shall assemble army on army
Terrible, and overflow, ’

A torrent from the East to the West
Pouring in wide waves over my land
From Manchuria to the Neva,

To Petersburg my city.

‘Who shall stem that fierce torrent
Or dam that river of armies ?
Manchuria is his road.

Suffer me to occupy that land,

There will I raise me a dam and a barrier.
This danger crouching in the dark future
Possesses my thoughts with shudders.
The fear tortures my heart,

It ravishes sleep from me.

Do you not believe this thing ?
Remember little Japan !

Turkey’s Crown, Sultan Khalif,
Spoke: O ye Conquerors, hear me!
Let me also speak in my turn.
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Is it that you deem me of no account ?

I am of the lineage of Ishmael,
Abraham’s true offspring,.

To whom our Lord God promised

To give a portion to his children.

He uttered oracles to the angel,

And the angel spoke to Hagar in her sorrow :
'« Ishmael shall become great

And shall rule over many nations.

- His hand against every man,

And every man’s hand against him ! ”
You that boast you the Princes of the World,
Can you not read that oracle and understand it 2
Your hands pull me from every side,
My hands you hold from your throats.
Pull me strongly as you will,

I stay firm in the centre,

Matchless Byzantium !

Woe to the day when ye unite

To pull me one way together.

That day you shall never see.

This my portion was the gift of God ;
For what cause then do you envy it me ?
Can you abolish the word of the oracle ?
And you too have great portions.

I know full well your thoughts:

You think that Turkey is grown old,
And the life in her failing unto death.
Peradventure you await that day

To divide my country,

Paradise of countries, among you.

But when it comes to the sharing,

16
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Then is the day of difficulty.
Which is the lion among you,
thse portion shall be the richest ?
Then is sown the seed of quarrel
That ripens in redness of fierce war.
And how shall the struggle be ended ?
Never, until that day
When Arabia’s high Khalif
Shall relinquish his throne in Byzantium.
Then shall the world have peace.
Ask me now, Is my sleep peaceful ?
Blessed be God, deep is my sleep,
For my faith is in Destiny.
What God has willed in heaven
That shall be done upon earth,
The beginning of the word and the end of it.
But you, why do you vex my sleep
By provoking that Question of the East ?
Glad am I and content
That it is passed from me.
Hateful to me, it has passed
And gone over into China:
May it for ever remain there !
But if it return, I care not.
By necessity’s experience
I am grown wise in state-craft.
There is no way but to continue.
Empty is my treasury always,
I have no pillow of gold for my head,
Nor that cannon of Krupp,
But I have cushions at hand ;
Following the way of the time,
17 A3
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I choose one for my head,

And repose in slumber securely.

As times and policies

Of this world change,

So I change the cushion of my head,
Choosing the more convenient.
Immense is the rent of those cushions ;
/The time exacts it.
/' What I will not, that alas! I do.
This alone is my craft of state,
To follow the way of the time.

All those crowned ones} were astonished.
Wotlderﬁll, they cried, is Sultan Khalif,
He is wiser in the world than we.

. Last was the turn of Belgium,
Little Crown of a little country.
Notwithstanding, he was great,

And sagely he spoke like Solomon.

Hearken to me, O Kings !
Who gave to you each his kingdom ?
If you say, it is from Heaven,
If you believe there is a Lord,
It is God, the Prince of the Universe,
Who set the crown upon your head,
Who committed this world to your hands
That you should rule it with justice.
On the day of requisition you shall be judged
And account shall be required of you.
Whereof do you boast and vaunt ?
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One glories in his pillow of gold,
Another in his dreadful cannon,
A thfrd in his boundless lands
Wherein he makes his refuge.
You say nought of God,
From whom is your power upon earth.
You complain that you have no sleep.
Why then do you vex your people
And rob the poor of their sleep ?
Tell me, Masters of the World,
On whom is your power founded,
Your treasure and your throne ?
Think you that throne and treasure
Remain stable of themselves,
If they have not for a pedestal
The faith of a whole people
Putting their trust-in their king ?
On this your thrones are surely anchored ;
But if this shake and totter,
Then shall the throne tumble
And the king with the crown upon his head.
Labour and strive, Sovereigns,
To enthrone yourselves steadfast
On the faith of a faithful people.
So long as this world endures,
So long shall there be rulers of the world ;
The king is for the people
And the people for the king.
Together they live, each in the other;
In their union is their life.
God established this order,
Nor can man dissolve it.

19
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i "Enough ! let us make an end .
Eﬁogn?z’f?:sts;i?g; told Of this gathering of arn;s and armies,
i i This heaping of taxes of war
‘V;‘éillzze%lrlll‘;: :z;i:;idi: :III:el;ead { On the shoulders of the peoples,
. 3 | i burden
If I tell you what is my pillow, A;cut.nu.lzz)lllegr :b] eur e
It may be you will wonder and laugh. ' . (0 lf)al.m I o ite:ouély groan,
To the gentle King of Belgium ?;eo'i na.aloudpunto e
.» His pillow is the heart of his people. e Thlzk ;}(I)u that the Just God
There I lay my head in peace. - . St .
© My crownyl gg’ve in guafd to the angel Shall palter with you in Judgdm;en
: And sleep without a fear Enough ! sheathe your swords
. Peace.
The land that I inherited Salute heavenly Peac
; ifltheri: :Vl tiglglmllxt’j::esST The Masters of the World st(:iod up.
oconding & i i elgium’s ki hey cried.
According to that which was blessed of Christ ? . gaﬂhzcsx :i:}lizr: }fek:;gn!isto;{ighteousness ;
d, e . .
Lest(;nfir‘;::?tyet vrould T spesl Ehe st wor God’s message was in his mo:t;h.
: his wor
And this word is a righteous word : - ... But each to his own
g belong:e tOet!l:lf'e iutse,rf(‘)ci}r;flil; Eresthess The Little Father of the Armenians l\;\;r.:)!te this word.
appy a , . : .
Angplz;ppy)ir;he p);o;)les whom ye rule. Have pity, have pity upon his trouble
The word that I speak is longed for with longing: Gr. oo, 1900,
Peace ; peace to our world, -
Peace to kings,

Peace to peoples,
Peace that the Angel brought
From heaven to earth,
. Peace that he brought from heaven
And left for a pledge with men.
Alas! we have lost Peace.
Fy! is it that we have turned from God,
As spake the prophet ?

’ ax A4
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HENRY FINNIS BLOSSE LYNCH
. THE GREATEST AUTHORITY ON ARMENIA
18 April, 1862—24 Nov., 1913
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