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CONSTITUTION
AND BY-LAWS

OF THE
A. R. F. TZEGHAGRONS

MOTTO: Armenia for the Armenians

The A.R.F. Tzeghagrons is an Armenian
patriotic organization established and gov-
erned by Armenian youth.

CREED

The A. R. F. Tzeghagrons believe in:

1. A free, united and independent Ar-
menia.

2. The Armenian Tricolor

OBJECT
1. To create a Tzeghagron generation
whose members shall live and act as the
devotees and champions of the Armenian
race, wherever they may be, and whatever
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social position they may hold outside of
Armenia;

2. To aid in the intellectual and moral
advancement of the Armenian people;

3. To stimulate interest in, to preserve
and to develop Armenian culture;

4, To promote Armenian race-conscious-
ness, unity, and amity among Armenians;

5. To work incessantly for a free, united,
and independent Armenia;

6. To be loyal citizens of the country
which harbors us.

ART. I

MEMBERSHIP
Sec. 1

All Armenian youths between the ages of
13 to 23, without distinction of sex or creed,
who are of good moral character and who
accept the aims of this organization, are
eligible for membership.

Note.—Application for membership shall
be made on an official form supplied by the
Chapte,r.

: Sec. 2 .

Acceptance of the applicant shall depend

upqn.thz recommendation and approval of the
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local executive of the Chapter and a 2/3
majority vote of the members present at the
Chapter meeting,

Sec 3

An applicant becomes a full_—ﬁedge& mem-
ber upon taking the following pledge:

THE PLEDGE

I do solemnly swear and promise to up-
hold the Constitution, the aims and the prin-
ciples of the Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration Tzeghagrons, and to maintain a
fraternal spirit toward all my fellow members.

Sec. 4

Applicants for membership must not be
over 23 years of age. The age limit is 25. This
age limit does not apply to those who are
members, at the time this constitution is pub-
lished. Such members who are now above
that limit can remain in the organization,
until 1937.

Sec. 5

., . Tzeghagrons between the ages 13 to 16
:.hall be called “Shavasbians”; those between
17 to 25 “Harachabahs,” The Shavasbians

(oY
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shall be under the direction of the Haracha-
bahs.
Sec. 6

‘Chapters may have honorary members
who shall be in sympathy with the aims and
purposes of this organization, and who make
some material contribution to the Tzeghagron
cause. Such members can be present at meet-
ings of the Chapter only at the invitation of
the local executive.

Sec. 7

A member loses his good standing:

a. For violation of this ‘Constitution and
by-laws;

b. For non-payment of dues;

c. For absence from three consecutive
meetings of the Chapter without proper ex-
cuse;

d. For conduct unbecoming a Tzegha-
gron;

e. When he becomes affiliated with any
Armenian political party which is not in sym-
pathy with the aims and purposes of this
organization.

Sec. 8

Anyone who voluntarily resigns or is ex-

pelled from the A. R. F. organization cannot
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become or remain a member of the Tzegha-
gron organization.

ART,. 1I

THE CHAPTER

Sec. 1
Seven or more eligible Armenian youth
in any locality may organize a Tzeghagron
Chapter.
Sec. 2
Each Tzeghagron Chapter, after one year
of activity, shall be granted a Tzeghagron
Charter by the A. R. F. Tzeghagron Central
Executive. Said charter shall be revoked by
the Central Executive when a Chapter be-
comes inactive or does not live up to this
Constitution.

Sec. 3
Chapters may have their own by-laws
to govern their local life provided these by-
laws do not conflict with the provisions of
this Constitution.

_ Sec. 4 ]
There can be only one Chapter in each
locality except where local conditions may
make it necessary ta have more than one. .
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Sec. 5—Meetings

a. Regular Chapter meetings shall be
seld twice a month.

b. Special meetings may be called by the
president of the Chapter.

. c. A majority shall constitute a quorum
‘for a ‘regular business meeting.

d. Meetings shall be conducted ih Ar-
menian.

e A meeting " opens with roll call;
ALusir”; Salute; “Togh”; and the singing of
the official ‘march. :

f. Members of one Tzeghagron Chapter
may attend a meeting of another Chapter
providing they present their ~membership
-books. :

Sec. 6—Dues and Revenues

a. An applicant upon joining a Chapter
shall pay an initiation fee, a minimum sum of
/$0.25. ;

b. Membership dues for Shavasbians
shall be a minimum of $0.60 per annum,

c. Membership dues for Harachabahs
shall be a minimum of $1.20 per annum.

d. The Chapters are permitted to expend
for educational and other beneficial purposes
All_surplus funds at their disposal after they

e
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have met their quota as,6 designated by the
Central Executive.

e. A detailed account of all public enter-
prises of the Chapter, whether organized by
the local, the Regional, or the Central Execu-,
tive, must be kept in record for the inspection,
of the Central Executive. .

f. As a source of revenue, each Chapter.
is to hold at least one public enterprise during-
the year,

Sec. 7—Discipline

Strict discipline is obligatory in the inner
life of the Chapters. The offender is punished
by the Chapter, at the behest of the president,
and by a majority vote of the Chapter mem-.
bers.

" The various forms. of punishment are:

a. Reprimand,

b. Disqualification for voting,

c. Suspension,

d. Expulsion.

iSec. 8
A Chapter provides physical training for

the Shavasbians, ~and athletxcs for the. Hara-
chabahs.
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Sec. 9
Hitherto existing young peoples” organi-
zations upon enlisting in the A.R.F. Tzegha-
gron ranks may, if they so desire, keep their
former name as their Chapter name. Such
mass entry into this organization shall be by
the approval of the Tzeghagron Cenral Ex-
ecutive.
' Sec. 10
Every Chapter has its own name.
Note.—The Chapters take their names
from the geography of Armenia, Armenian
history, or the Armenian Revolution.
ART. III
LOCAL EXECUTIVE
Sec. 1
Each Chapter shall have a local executive
of five members consisting of a president, vice-
president, secretary, assistant secretary, and
a treasurer.
Sec. 2
The duties of the President shall be:
a. To preside over the meetings of the
Chapter,
b. To call special meetings,
c. To postpone meetings,
d. To appoint committees with ‘the ap-

proval of the other members of the Executive,
e. To represent his Chapter on public
occasions.
Sec. 3
Duties of the Vice-President:
a. To preside over meetings and perform
all the duties of the President in his absence,
b. To be ex-officio member of all standing
committees.
v Sec. 4
Duties of the Secretary:
a. To take care of the correspondence of
the Chapter,
b. To keep a list of all the members, and
the records of their attendance,
c. To keep the minutes of all the meet-
ings.
Sec. 5
Duties of the Treasurer:
a. To collect membership dues and to
receive all money of the Chapter,
b. To keep an accurate record of all the
finances of the Chapter,
c. To make payments at the behest of the
local Executive.
d. To make a quarterly report of the
Chapter’s finances.
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Sec. 6

Duties of the local Executive:

a. To conduct all routine business of the
Chapters,

b. To hold regular executive meetings,
'and to plan a program of busmess for regular
meetmgs of the Chapter,

c. To direct the general activities of the
Chapter. '

Note.—Additional members to the local
executive, when deemed necessary, may be
‘created through the by-laws of the Chapter
together with proper provision for then' spe-
<cific duties.

Sec. 7

The local executive shall be elected an-
nually by secret ballot, by simple majority,
immediately after the Annual Convention. Its
members are eligible for re-election.

Sec. 8

Members of either the Central or the
Regional Executives shall not also serve on
any local executive.

ART. IV
REGIONAL EXECUTIVES
Sec. 1
Tzeghagron Regional Executives are in-
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termediary bodies between the Central Ex-
ecutive and the individual Chapters, designed
to facilitate the work of the former by as-
suming certain responsibility of supervision
over a group of Chapters within a geographi-
cal section.
; Sec. 2

There shall be five regions in America:
California, . Mid-Atlantic, Central, Mid-
Western, and New England. Of these, only
four become operative, no regional body being
necessary in the region which is the seat of
the Central Executive. The geographic boun-
daries of each regional are determined by the
Tzeghagran, Central Executive.

Sec. 37 i

The Regional Executive shall consist of
3 to 7 .members (specific number being left
to the judgment of the Regional Convention),
elected at a regional .convention held within
a month after the close of the Tzeghagron
Annual Convention, and shall hold office for
one year. : '

Sec. 4

Reglonal Conventions are called by the old
Regional Executive at the behest of the Cen-
tral Executive, and are governed by the same
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rules which govern the Tzeghagron Annual
Convention. '

Sec. 5

The officers of a Regional Executive shall
be a president, a secretary, and a treasurer
who are elected at the first session of that
body by a majority vote.

Sec. 6—Responsibilities

a. A regional Executive is under the ju-
risdiction of the Central Executive and is
directly responsible to it.

b. A copy of the minutes of each session
is to be submitted to the Central Executive.

Sec.7—Duties and Privileges

a. To see that the instructions of the
Central Executive are carried out within the
Chapters under their jurisdiction.

b. To supervise the arrangement of meet-
ings, socials, or similar affairs,

c. To provide lecturers and speakers.

d. To make regular periodic visits to the
Chapters.

e. To supervise athletics, and drills, and
other activities.
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Sec. 8.—Meetings
a. A regional executive shall meet at least
once a month in a central place.
b. Special meetings may be called at any
time,
c. Expenses of traveling and correspond-
ence shall be borne by the Central Executive.

ART. V

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE

Sec. 1

The supreme administrative body of
Tzeghagron Chapters is the Tzeghagron Cen-
tral Executive consisting of seven members
and elected by a 2/3 majority vote of the
Tzeghagron Annual Convention. They are
elected from a list of 21 submitted by a com-
mittee of five. The Convention itself decides
the mode of appointment or election of said
nominating committee. :

Sec. 2—Officers

a. The officers of the Central Executive
shall be: President, Vice-President, Secretary,
and Treasurer, chosen from among its mem-
bers.
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b. The Central Executive shall be elected
from the vicinity of the headquarters of the
A, R, F. Central Committee.

c. The Central Executive shall be under
the direct supervision of the A. R. F. Central
Committee.

Sec. 3
Sec. 3—Duties and Privileges

a. To enforce the provisions of this Con-
stitution and. the decisions of the Annual
Convention, '

b. To organize new Chapters.

¢. To call a convention of the Chapters
annually in alclcord:lncc with the provisions of
this Constitution and by-laws.

d. To maintain a central treasury.

e. To hold sessions at least twice a
month.

f. To .direct and to supervise the activi-
ties of all the Chapters and the regional ex-
ecutives.

g. To grant and to revoke Chapter
Charters. i :

" h. To exercise the right to expel mem-
bers. :
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ART. VI

TZEGHAGRON CONVENTION

Sec. 1 :

The supreme legislative body of the
Chapters is the Tzeghagron Convention.

a. Conventions ‘are held once a year at
the behest of the Central Executive, and in a
place designated by the same in agreement
with the A. R. F. Central Committee.

b. Chapters send their delegates to the
Convention in proportion to their respective
tiictiberships.— A Chapter having a member-

ship of 7-21 shall send one delegate; 22-40,
two delegates; while -a membership over 40
entitles to three delegates.

c. A Chapter has the right to participate
in a Convention when it has fulfilled two
thirds of its financial obligation.

d. Each delegate shall have only one vote
in the Convention.

e. Delegates to the Convention shall be
elected by a majority vote. '

f. A delegate to be eligible, must have
been a member of the Chapter at least one
year.
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g. Distant Chapters when unable to send
their delegates have the right to be repre-
sented. at the Convention by proxy. (Note:
Chapters within region of the Annual Con-
vention cannot be considered as distant Chap-
ters.) y

Sec. 2

The Convention shall:

a. Hear the reports of the regional ex-
ecutives, and the Chapters.

b. Hear and examine the reports of
the Central Executive in all the phases of its
year’s activity.

c. Prepare a program for future activity.

d. Elect a new Central Executive.

Sec. 3

The Convention legally convenes when
two thirds of the duly elected delegates are
present.

Sec. 4

The A. R. F. Central Committee and the
Tzeghagron Central Executive participate in
the Convention with the right of one vote
each.

Sec. 5

Special Conventions may be called:

a. When deemed necessary by the Cen-
tral Executive,
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b. When two thirds of the Chapters so
request in writing.

ART. VII

INTERRELATIONS

It shall be the policy of this organization
to preserve harmonious relationship with the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation, the Ar-
menian Relief Corps, the A. R. F. Students’
Society, and all other institutions which are
in sympathy with our aims and ideals.

Sec. 1
A member of the A. R. F. Central Com-
mittee attends each session of the Tzeghagron
Central Executive with the privilege of one
vote.
Sec. 2
Each A. R. F. Committee supplies an
advisor to the local Tzeghagron Chapter
elected in the following manner: The Com-
mittee submits to the Chapter a list of three
names from its members from which list the
latter elects its advisor. In case the Chapter
finds it necessary, it may request the Com-
mittee to submit another list of three, until
an advisor is elected.
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--Sec. 3
The same procedure applies in the in-
stance of the Tzeghagron Regional Executive,
where the A. R. F. Regional submits a list
of three names from which to select an ad-

visor.
Sec. 4

Advisors to. Chapters or Regionals have
no right of vote.

ART. VIII
HOLIDAYS

Sec. 1.

" "The Tzeghagrons shall observe the fol-
lowing holidays:
a. Tzeghagron Day, Jan..14.
" b. Flag Day, Aug. 10. ¢
c. Olympic Day.
Sec. 2
The Tzeghagrons shall participate in:

a. Armenian Memorial Day, April 24. &

b. Armenian Independence Day, May 28. ,

c. Armenian Revolutionary: Federation
Day, month of October.
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ART. IX
. AMENDMENTS

This Constitution and By-Laws may be
amended by a two thirds vote of the Con-
vention, or by a three fourths vote of the
Chapters in any way except the name, creed,
and the object. When so amended, said
amendment becomes effective immediately
aiter the adjournment of the Convention.

ART. X

DISSOLUTION
Sec. 1
A Chapter shall become dissolved when
its membership becomes less than five in
which instance members join some other
Chapter in the vicinity.
Sec. 2
When a Chapter dissolves, its property
automatically reverts to the Central Execu-
tive.
Sec. 3
A Regional body becomes dissolved when
less than three Chapters remain within its

jurisdiction.
END
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