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Unpas Dyunfjmlp Lonfjbah gbpad (1850—1801)
Apmanceull mpmuk [Tempoc Adaman 8 poau Famaema(1850— 1897).
Armenian tragic actor Petros Adamian in the rdle of Hamlet
(7850—1891).
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HOMER
SHARESPEARE

by
A. SURKHATIAN

CONTENTS
HOMER

1. Ancient Greek culture. Prehomeric period.
2. Homer. ,lliad®. ,Odyssey®.

3. Heroes . of the poem: Achllles, Hector, Odysseus,
Penelope.

4. Homer's social face. Soclety in Homer's time, Ap-
parition of Thersites.

Heslod—an I1deologist of the Greek strong middie
peasantry. ,Works and Days® and ,The Theogony*. Homer's
romantism and Hesiod's realism. Source of Heslod's pessimism.

Theognis—a bard of the nverj:ﬁ;;own Greek arlstocracy.
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SHAKESPEARE

1. Marx and Engels on Shakespeare.— Cult of Shake-
speare and literature relating to him.—Epoch of Shakespeare.
—The trading capital and the court of Elisabeth. Struggle
for world’s supremacy between England and Spain.

Drama and theatre during the Shakespearean epoch.

2. Shakespeare as rep of the epoch of Re-

e. Who is Sh peare?—Shakesp and ,Shaks-
per*.—Biography o{ Shakespeare of Stratford, The Bacon
heresy.

3. I',, hesis ,Shakesp Rutland®. Rutland is not
Sk Shal e's p Its.—Bust by his grave.

’I'he fnu.r periods of Shakespeare’s creative work.

4. Shakespeare’s antecessors and contemporaries. John
Lilly. Thomas Kid. Robert Green, Thomas Nash.—Christoph-
er Marlowe.—Poems ,Venus and Adonis® and ,Lucrece®.
Shakespeare's sonnets.

5. Shakespeare’s dramatical chronicles.—Dramas ,Rich-
ard II* and ,Richard II[* Shakespeare—an apologist of
monarchy.

6. Reflection of the epoch on Shakespeare's comedies
and the soclal feature of the dramatist in them. Represen-
tation of the aristocracy in his comedies.—,Midsummer-
Night's Dream*-— ,Twelfth Night*.—,Love's Labour’s Lost®.
—,Taming of the Bhrew* and the tinker Sly In the induction
to the comedy.
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7. Type of the abased knight—John Falstaff in ,Henry
Iv¢ and ,Merry Wives of Windsor*—The bourgeoisie in
»The Merry Wives of Windsor®.

8. ,Merchant of Venice®*—a picture of the big trading
bourgeoisie.—The ,princely merchant® Antonlo. The usurer
Shylock. The bourgeoisie woman as represented by Portia.

9. _Romeo and Jullet*.—Love and tragedy of Love.—
The struggle of the heroes against the traditions of barbar-
ism, revenge for bloodshed and prejudices, and their de-
struction in the strife,

10. Shakespeare’s Roman tragedies on the background
of political events in England. ,Jullus Caesar*. Struggle of
the aristocracy against caesarism. Caesar. Antony. Republic-
ans Brutus and Cassius.. Type of Portia.  Coriolanus®.—
Strife between aristocracy and plebs, Calus Marcius Corio-
lanus an inexorable enemy of the plebs. Conciliation of the
aristocracy. Agrippa. Volumnla, Shakespeare's standing.—Ca-
ricature of the people and the people’s tribunes.— Brutus and
Sicinius'—,Antony and Cleopatra®—, Egyptian nights* and
Jcrepuscule of the gods®, The rise of caesarism.

11. The most productive period of Shakespeare's crea-
tive power and gloomy pessimism.— ,Hamlet*. — Frototype
of Hamlet. Primary source of ,Hamlet®.—Contemporaneous
events. Rutland. Hamlet in the center of struggle of two epochs,
—,Hamlet*—the product of the high level of culture of the
Shakespearean epoch.

12. ,Othello*—Soclety.—Jealousy and selfishness in
love. Heroes of the tragedy: Othello, lago, Desdemona,
Emilia.—Composition of ,Othello®. 3

13. ,Macbeth®, Its particularities as a dramatical work.
A vivid picture of ,crime® and ,punishment“. Heroes of the
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tragedy: Mecbeth, Lady Macbeth. Nature and witches. Fa-
=ulty of thinking of Shakespeare’s heroes,

14. King Lear®.—Erroneous view on the meaning of
the tragedy.—Two Identical subjects.—Lear-king and Lear-
begger. Complexity of Lear’s psychology.—,King Lear® as a
description of the decay of feudal foundations.—Shakespea-
re's =ocial pessimism. Edmund a product of the rigorous
growth of the bourgeoisie class.—,Timon of Athens®. Ti-
mun's misanthropy and Shakespeare.

] 15. ,The Tempest*.—Shakespeare’s last
tament. Synthesis of his artistic creative work.
plan idea in the play. s
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