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TO MY FAMILY, THE ARMENIANS,
WITH LOVE,
ADMIRATION AND GRATITUDE.
WILLIAM SAROYAN

Sept. 5, 1939.
San Francisco, Calif.
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PREFACE

Although I write in English, and although
I am an American by birth, I regard myself
as an Armenian writer.

The words I use are English.

The environment I write out is American.

The spirit which moves me to write, how-
ever, is Armenian.

I am therefore an Armenian writer.

I cherish deeply the honor of belonging

to the great family of Armenian writers.

I am proud of the nobility, the courage,
the intelligence, the vigor, the simplicity, the
humor, the wit .and daring of the Armenian
people.

These qualities are the heritage of all true
Armenians.

They have nourished my spirit from the
beginning, and I am grateful.

The world can never defeat a good people.

If we are deprived of our native land, the.
world becomes our native land.

If we are deprived of our government, the
Armenian spirit becomes our government.



A, TEesy

No political power can betray us.

The compulsion to live fruitfully is po-
werful in the Armenian.

The strength’ of Armenia is not in num-
bers, but in the heart of one man at a time.

‘This is the only kind of real strength
which men, as men,. may posses, ,

That strength which lies in numbers is an,
inferior and worthless strength. It is an ani-
mal - strength. It is unworthy of civilized hu-
man beings. Whatever it accomplishes must be
irrelevant in the history of man's growth in
grace and goodness. :

In the years to come, even whlle the world
runs amuck the Armenian shall be true to the
spiritual laws which constitute his heritage,

We shall increase. Not:'in numbers. Not
in. men. inhabiting the world pointlessly. But
in men who discover themselves, their race,
their heritage, their obligation' to. live nobly
and fruitfully. We shall increase in men who
are not a waste of time in the world.

Men born good deserve a better: world
than this one, i
- The good world, however, must be ‘made
by men. ; oS
i The, Armeman S}_)lrlt is a strong spxnt It
is 'not defeated by an evil world: Instead, it
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defeats that world. It does so by revealing that
world to itself and by remaining uncorrupted
by it.

I believe in the goodness of man. I be-
lieve the destiny of man is a noble destiny. I
hate those forces which seek to destroy the
nobility of man.

[ am an Armenian.

I am a writer.

My weapon against the corrupt forces of
the world is a clear eye, an honest mind, a
pure heart, an affectionate spirit, which impel
me to write.

This small book contains some of my
writing.

I am pleased that something of what I
have said, and am saying, shall be here re-
turned to the langnage of that spirit which
impelled me to speak. To the beautiful lan-

guage of Armenia.
WILLIAM SAROYAN

San Francisco, California.
September 5, 1939.
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