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b"h(}i\'l aneE LETTERS
OR LORD BYRON

2 January 4847

On my arrival at Venice in the year
1816, I found my mind in a state which
required study, and study of a nature
which should leave little scope for the
imagination, and farnish some difficulty
in the pursuit. — At this period I was
much struck — in common, I believe, with
every other travaller — with the society of
the Convent of St. Lazarus, which ap-
pears to unite all the advantages of the

monaslic institution, without any of its
vices. — The neatness, the comfort, the

o 230
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gentleness, the unaffected devotion, the
accomplishments, and the virtues of the
brethren of the order, are well fitted to
strike the man of the world with the con-
viction that there is another and a bet-
ter even in this life. — These men are
the priesthood of an oppressed and a no-
ble nation, which has partaken of the pro-
scription and bondage of the Jews and
of the Greeks, without the sullenness of
the former or the servility of the latter.
This people has attained riches without
usury, and all the honours that can be
awarded to slavery without intrigue. But
they have long occuapied, nevertheless, a
part of the House of Bondage, who has
lately multiplied her many mansions. It
would be difticult, perhaps, to find the
annals of a nation less stained with cri-
mmes than those of the Armenians, whose
virtues have been those of peaﬁe, and

their vices those of compulsion. Buat what-|

ever may have been their destiny — and
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it has been bitter — whatever it may be
in future, their country must e ver be one
of the most interesting on the globe;
and perhaps their language only requires
to be more studied to become more at-
tracuve. If the Scriptures are rightly
understood, it was in Armenia that Para-
dise was placed — Armenia, which has
paid as dearly as the descendants of A-
dam for that fleeting participation of its
soil in the happiness of him who was
created from its dust. It was in Armenia
that the flood first abated, and the dove
alighted. But with the disappearance of
Paradise 1tself may be dated almost the
i unhappiness of the country; for though
long a powerful kingdom, it was scar-
cely ever an indipendent one, and the
satraps of Persia and the pachas of
Turkey have alike desolated the region

where God created man in his own 1-

mage.
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TO MR. MOORE

5 December 1846

By way of diverisement, I am stu-
dying daily, at an Armenlan mona-
stery, the Armenian language. I found
that my mind wanted something craggy
to break upon; and this — as the most
difficult thing I could discover here for
an amusement — 1 have chosen, to tor-
ture me into attention. It 1s a rich lan-

Besss ey 3
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guage, however, and would amply-repay
any one the trouble of learning it. I try,
and shall go on; — but I answer for
nothing, least of all for my intentions or
my success. There are some very curious
Mss. in the monastery, as well as books;
translations also from Greek originals,
now lost, and from Persian and Syriac
etc. 3 besides works of their own people.
Four years ago the French instituted an
Armenian professorship. Twenty pupils
presented themselves on Monday morning,
full of noble ardour, ingenuous youth,
and impregnable industry. They perse-
vered, with a courage worthy of the na-
tion and of universal conquest, till Thurs-
day; when fifteen of the twenty succum-
bed to the six-and-twentieth letter of
the alphabet. It is, to be sure, a Water-
loo of an alphabet — that must be said
for them. But itissolike these fellows, to
doby it as they did by their sovereigns —
abandon both ; to parody the old rhymes,
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¢ Take a thing and give a thing ,, —
¢¢ Take a king and give a king. ,,

TO MR. MURRAY

4 December 1816

I wrote to you at some length last
week, and have little to add, except that
I have begun , and am proceeding"in a
study of the Armenian language, which
I acquire, as well as I can, at the Ar-
menian convent, where I go every day to
take lessons of a learned friar, and have
gained some singular and not useless 1n-

I
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formation with regard te the literature
and customs of that oriental people. They
have an establishment here — achurch
| and convent of ninety monks, very learned
and accomplished men, some of them.
They have also a press, and make great
efforts for the enlightening of their na-
tion. I find the languages (which 1s twin,
the literal and the vulgar) difficult, but
not invincible (at least I hope not). I
shall go on. I found it necessary to twist T
my mind round some severer study, and -
this, as being the hardest I could devise
here, will be a file for the serpent.

=
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PIECES

OF THE ARMENIAN HISTORY

TRANSLATED

BY LORD B¥RON

to exercise himself in the
arm. language

——

Arsaces the great king of the Persians
and Parthians, is said with the Parthians
to have revolted from the Macedonians,
to have reigned over all Assyria and the
east; and having slain the king Antio-
chus at Nineveh, to have reduced the
world under his dominion.

He appointed his brother Valarsaces
King of Armenia, rightly deeming that
his dominions would thus become more
secure and consolidated. He bestowed
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¥ upon him the royal city of Nisibin, and
assigned the limits of his territory, one
part from the west of Syria, and Palesti-
ne and Asia,and all theinland places and
Thitalia from the Pontic sea to the spot
where QCaucasus ends 10 the western
Ocean, and Atropatane, and » whatever
else thy prudence or valour may acquire.
For to the brave, he says, their arms are
boundaries, what they win, they wear 2.

He, when he had completely tranquil- L
lized his kingdom, and established his
power, desired to know, who and what
sort of men had reigned before him over
Armenia, and whether they were valiant
or 1ndolent. l

Having chosen therefore a Syrian, Ma-
ribas (or Mavabas) of Catina, a learned
man, and very skilful in Chaldaic and
areck literature, he sent him to his bro-
ther Avsaces, with proper. presents, to
entreat him to permit the inspection of
the roval Archives; and furnished hin:

% EeT 253
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with letters, of which the following is a
specimen.

« To Arsaces king of Earth and Sea,
whose form and image are like those of
our Gods, but his fortune and fate abo-
ve all monarchs, and the greatness of his
mind such as is the heaven above the
earth; Valarsaces his younger brother
and fellow-soldier, appointed by him
King of Armenia, sends health and vic-
tory in all things.

Since I received thy commands to cul-
tivate valour and wisdom, I have never
neglected this thine admonition ; but ha-
ve administered in all things with dili-
gent care, to the extent of my capacity
and power.

Being delegated by thee to this king-
dom, I have resolved to inquire what
order of men ruled over Armenia before
me, and what was the origin of these
Satrapies around me. For neither indecd
appears any regularity of things here
whence it may be seen, what was the
worship in the temples, or what was first
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or last dene in this region, nor are there
any certain laws, but all is confused and
barbarous.

For which reasons I pray thee, my
Lord, that to this man, who will abide
in the presence of thy Majesty, the ingress
of the royal library may be permitted
that he may acquire the knowledge of
such things as thy brother and son desi-
res, and return to us with the truth. And
the pleasure which 1s to arise from the
fullilment of our wishes, we well know
will be a joy to thee also. Farewell ,
O thou illustrious dweller among the
Gods! »

W hen Arsaces the great had received
these letters from Maribas of Catina, with
the greatest alacrity he permitied him to
search the royal Archives of Nineveh,
rejoicing that his brother, to whom he
had committed the government of half
his kingdom, was endued with such a
disposition.

When Maribas therefore inspected the
Manuscripts, he found a certain book,
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in the greek character, of which this is
said to have been the title.

« This Volame was translated from
the chaldaic language into greek, by or-
der of Alexander, and contains the au-
thentic history of the ancients and our
anceslors, who are said to commence
with Zeruanus, Titan, and Apelosthes ;
in this book each of these three celebra-
ted men and their posterily are registe-
red in order each in his proper place for
many years .

From this volume Maribas of Catina
conveyed to king Valarsaces then in the
city of Nisibin the history of our Nation
faithfully compiled and written in syriac
and greek. .

When . ... Valarsaces had received
this Manuscript. ., esteeming it amongst
his chief treasures, he directed the volu- |
me 1o be diligently preserved, and orde-
red a portion of it’s contents to be en-
graved on a column,

Which narrative, we having verified
the series of our facts, are now about to

TN
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repeat at thy command, and to trace
I back our early government to the Chal-
dean Sardanapalus, and even beyond.

Corenensis wn his Armeman Hustory.
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and strengthen thy stakes; for thoushalt
break forth on the right hand and on
the left, and thy seed shall inherit the
genules, and thou shalt renew the rui-
ned cities of the idolaters. Fear not, |
though uill now by means of these 1 ha- |
ve covered thee with confusion. For I.
swear, that I shall never repent to make
my abode of pleasure with thee who art
{ my repose for ever and ever ».
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PIECE
OF A SYNODICAL DISCOURSE
BY S. NIERSES OF LAMPRON
TRANSLATED
BY LORD BYRON |
It was beautiful then to behold Christ |
as a bridegroom nobly adorned for the
nuptlal chamber, who spake with a soft
voice 1o his most pure beloved: « Enlar-
ge the place of thy tent, and of thy porch
spare not, plant 1it, lengthen lhy cords,
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Then the first enemy, in ambush for
his prey, perceiving that his snares were
discovered, and that the worship of God
flourished throughout the world, obser-
ving that those who had been deceived
were redeemed, and that the inheritors
of paradise returned ‘to their country,
that the celestial holiness poured forth
it’s glory, that the instrument of hatred
being broken, the fraits of charity began
to multiply themselves, and the hope of
all no longer turned to the earth, ascen-
ded to the heavenly abodes, forth from
the cave of his malice he issued, like the
lion roaring in his anger, and roamed
about with open and insaliate jaws, to
devour the church recovered by Christ.

Lampronensis in his synodical oration.
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THE EPISTLE OF THE CORINTHIANS

TO ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE.

(Found in the Armenian Bible as an
Apocryphal writing).

TRANSLATED

BY LORD BTROIW

——

1. Stephen, and the elders with him
Dabnus, Eubulus, Theophilus and Xi-
non to Paul our father and evangelist
and faithful master 1 Jesus Christ,
Health. |

2. Two men have come to Corinth,
Simon by name and Clebus, who vehe-
mently disturb the faith of some with
deceitful and corrupt words;

3. Of which words thou should’st 1n-
form thyself:

4. For neither have we heard such words
from thee, nor from the other apostles:

s
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5. But we know only that what we ha-|

ve heard from thee and from them, we
have kept firmly.

| 6. But in this chiefly has our Lord
had compassion, that, whilst thou art
yet with us in the flesh, we are again
about to hear from thee.

7. Therefore do thou write to us, or
come thyself amongst us quickly:

8. We believe in the Lord, that, as it
was revealed to Theonas, he hath deli-
vered thee from the hands of the un-
righteous. | ;

9. But these are the sinful words of
these impure men, for thus do they say
and teach.

10. That it behooves not to admit the
prophets:

11. Neither do they affirm the omni-

potence of God:
12. Neither do they affirm the resur-

rection of the flesh:
13. Neither do they affirm that man
was altogether created by God:

Y S T
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14. Neither do they affirm that Jesus
Christ was born in the flesh from the
Virgin Mary :

15. Neither do they affirm that the
world was the work of God, but of
some one of the Angels.

16. Therefore do thou make haste to
come amongst us:

17. That this city of the Corinthians
may remain without scandal:

18. And that the folly of these men
may be made manifest by an open refua-
tation ; Fare thee well.

19. The deacons Thereptus and Ti-
chus received and conveyed the epistle
to the city of the Philippians. When
Paul received the epistle although he
was then in chains on account of Stato-
nice the wife of Apopholanus, yet as it
were forgetuing his bonds, he mourned
over these words, and said weeping: —
It were better for me to be dead, and
with the Lord. For while I am 1n this
body, and hear the wretched words of
such false doctrine ; behold, grief arises

SBRE————52
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ﬁpon grief, and this trouble adds a
weight to my chains, when I behold this
calamity, and progress of the machina-
’I tions of Satan, who searcheth to do
wrong. — And thus with deep affliction
Paul composed his reply to the epistle.
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EPISTLE OF PAUL
TO THE CORINTHIANS

( Found in the Armenian Bible as an
Apocryphal writing).

TRANSLATED

BY LORD BTXRON

——

1. Paul in bonds for Jesus Christ, di-
sturbed by so many errors, to his Corin-
thian brethren, Health.

3. I nothing marvel that the preachers
of evil have made this progress.

3. For because the Lord Jesus 1s about
to fulfil his coming, verily on this ac-
count do certain men pervert and despise
his words.

4. But I verily, from the beginning
have taught you that only which I myself
received from the former Apostles, who

BECRE— .
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always remained with the Lord Jesus
Christ.

5. And I now say unto you, that the
Lord Jesus Christ was born of the Vir-
gin Mary, who was of the seed of David,

6. according to the annunciation of
the Holy Ghost, sent to ber by our Fa-
ther from heaven;

7. that Jesus might be 1ntroduced in
the world, and deliver our flesh by his
flesh, and that he might raise us from
the dead.

8. As 1n this also he himself became
the example.

9. That 1t might be made manifest
that man was created by the Father,

10. he has not remained in perdition
unsought,

11. but he is sought for, that he might
be revived by adoption.

12. For God who is the Lord of all,
the father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
made heaven and earth, sent first the
prophets to the jews:
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13. that he would absolve them from
their sins, and bring them to his ju-
stice.
14. Because he wished to save first the
house of Israel, he bestowed and poured
forth his Spirit upon the prophets ;
15. that they should for a long time
preach the worship of God, and the na-
tivity of Christ.
16. But he who was the priace of evil,
when he wished to make himself God,
laid bis hand upon them,

17. and bound all men in sin.

18. Because the judgement of the
world was approaching.
19. But almighty God, when he wil-
led to justify, was unwilling to abandon
his creature ;
20. but when he saw his affliction,
he had compassion upon him.
21. And at the end of the time he sent
the Holy Ghost into the Virgin foretold
by the prophets.
22. Who believing readily, was made
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worthy to conceive, and bring forth our
Lord Jesus Christ.

23. That from this perishable bo-
dy in which the evil spirit was glo-
rified, he should be reproved, and ma-
nifested, that he was not God. |

24. For Jesus Christ in his flesh had
recalled and saved this perishable flesh,
and drawn it into eternal life by faith.

25. Because in his body he should
prepare a pure temple of justice for all
ages ;

26. 1n whom we also when we believe
are salved.

279. Therefore know ye that these men
are not the children of justice, but the
children of wrath;

28. who turn away from themselves
the compassion of God,

29. who say that neither the heavens
nor the earth were altogether works ma-

de by the hand of the Father of all
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30. But these carsed men have the doc-
trine of the serpent.

31. But do ye by the power of God
withdraw yourselves far from these, and
expel from amongst you the doctrine of
the wicked.

32. Because you are mol children of
disobedience but the sons of the beloved
Church.

33. And on this account the time of
the resurrection is preached to all men.

54. Therefore they who affirm that
there is no resurrection of the flesh, they
indeed shall not be raised up to eternal
life,

35. but to judgement and condemna-
tion shall the unbeliever arise in the
flesh :

36. for to that body which denies the
resurrection of the body, shall be denied
the resurrection, because such are found
Lo refuse the resurrection.

59. But you also, Corinthians! have

known from the seeds of wheat, and from
other seeds;
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38. Thatone grain falls dry into the
earth, and within 1t first dies;

39. And afterwards rises again by the
will of the Lord indued with the same
body:

4o. Neither indeed does it arise the sa-
me simple body, but manifold, and fil-
led with blessing.

41. But we must produce the example
not only from seed, but from the hono-
rable bodies of men.

42. Ye also have known Jonas the son
of Amittai;
| 43. Because he delayed to preach to
the ninevites, he was swallowed up in
the belly of a fish for three days and
three nights:

44. And after three days God heard
his supplication, and bronght him out
from the deep abyss;

45. Neither was any part of his body
corrupted, neither was his eyebrow bent
down ;

46- And how much more for you, oh
Lmen of little faith!
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3 47. If you believe in our Lord Jesus

Christ, he will raise you up, even as he
himself hath risen.

48. If the bones of Elisha the prophet
falling upon the dead, revived the dead,

49. By how much more shall ye, who
are supported by the flesh and the blood
and the Spirit of Christ, arise again on
that day, with a perfect body?

L 50. Elias the prophet embracing the
widow’s son raised him from the dead,

51. By how much more shall Jesus
Christ revive you on that day with a per-
fect body, even as he himself hath risen?

ba. But if ye receive other things
vainly,

53. Henceforth no one shall cause me

to travail: for I bear on my body these
bonds '

54. To obtain Christ, and I suffer with
patience these afflictions to become wor-
thy of the resurrection of the dead.

55. And do each of you having recei-
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ted the law from the hands of the bles-
sed prophets and the holy gospel, firmly
maintain it;

56. To the end that you may be re-
warded 1n the resurrection of the dead
and the possession of life eternal.

57. But if any of ye not believing shall
trespass, he shall be judged with the

misdoers and punished with these who
have false belief.

58. Because such are the generations
of vipers, and the children of dragons
and basilisks,

59. Drive far from amongst ye, and
fly from such, with the aid of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

6o. And the peace and grace of the
beloved Son be with you! Amen.
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THE DESTRUCTION
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e

The Assyrian came down like the wolf on

the fold,

And his cohorts were gleaming in pur-
ple and gold ;

And the sheen of their spears was like
stars on the sea,

When the blue wave rolls mghtly on
deep Galilea.

Like the leaves of the forest when sum-
mer 1s green,

That host with their banners at sunset
were seen:

Like the leaves of the forest when au-
tumn hath blown,

That host on the morrow lay wither-
’d and strown.
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For the Angel of Death spread his wings

on the blast,

Aand breathed 1n the face of the foe as
he pass’d;

And the eyes of the sleepers wax’d
deadly and chill,

And their hearts but once heaved, and
for ever grew still!

| And there lay the steed with his nostril

all wide,

But through it there roll’d not the
breath of his pride:

And the foam of his gasping lay white
on the turf,

And cold as the spray of the rock-bea-

ling surf.

And there lay the rider, distorted and

pale,

With the dew on his brow and the
rust on his nail ; '

And the tents were all silent, the ban-
ners alone,

The lances unlifted, the trumpet un-
blown.

W
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And the widows of Ashur are loud in
their wail,

And the idols are broke in the temple
of Baal;

And the might of the Gentile, unsmo-
te by the sword,

Hath melted like snow i1n the glance
of the Lord!
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There is a pleasure in the pathless
1 woods,
There is a rapture on the lonely shore,

There 1s society, where none intrudes,

By the deep sea, and music in its
roar:

I love not Man the less, but Nature
more,

From these our interviews, in which
I steal

From all I may be, or have been be-
fore,
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To mingle with the universe, and feel

What I can ne’ er express, yet can not
all conceal.

Roll on, thou deep and dark blue O-

cean — roll!

Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in
vain ;

Man marks the earth with ruin — his
control

Stops with the shore; — upon the wa-
tery plain

The wrecks are all thy deed, nor doth
remain

A shadow of man ’s ravage, save his
own,

When, for a moment, like a drop of
rain

He sinks into thy depths with bubbling
groan,

Without a grave, unknell 'd, uncof-
fin ’d, and unknown.

His steps are mot upon thy paths, —

thy fields

2R
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playful spray

And howling, to his gods, where hap-
ly lies

His petty hope in some near port or
bay,

And dashest him again to earth: —
there let him lay.

The armaments which thunderstrike the
walls
Of rock-built cities, bidding nations
quake,
And monarchs tremble in their capi-
- tals,
The oak leviathans, whose huge ribs
make

<=3 bl ge

Are not a spoil for him, — thou dost
arise

And shake him from thee; the vile
strength he wields

For earth’ s destruction thou dost all
despise,

Spurning him from thy bosom to the
skies,

And send’ st him, shivering in thy
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Their clay creator the vain title take
Of lord of thee, and arbiter of war;

These are thy toys, and, as the snowy

flake,

They melt into thy yeast of waves,
which mar :

Alike the Armada’s pride, or spoils
of Trafalgar.

Thy shores are empires, changed in all
save thee —
Assyria, Greece, Rome, Carthage, what
are they?
Thy waters wasted them while they
were free,
And many a tyrant since; their sho-
res obey
The stranger, slave, or savage; their
decay
Has dried up realms to deserts: —
not so thou,
Unchangeable save to thy wild waves’

play —




=3 57 g

Snp qw‘ba'wd’.—ml_&n&[ﬁ: 4mum[n&g‘h Sm_
,LE-:L&'I:

'Q‘uﬁu?[ﬁ:u [l‘_‘_ﬁuu'il Smfne L mE'w[rzu
el prnfesy's

U'!g'" i.Fo"m‘b-P 157 L7 L 1’.-[111. kil
Sp bt

Buybeusgy Suybl ppdimpn’ Eyngh o,
ma'bém[n

Yl u[nrmmua Eo ZEL[uw[uug Yp.
Feoghp

U_l[lrnjggq. ey 157 Jql.—mnl.[a'lu_fb# F[’L{l

.[lnﬁtlrmL :l.&u‘

Vwonep, Guew , Samd, llu;ﬂp&q_nfh -
alFis g e

.Q‘ﬂl.li L7 l!'m‘s_’;l: Eﬂlnu[ﬁl, l”l?!é_ epn-.
Zalibris

8w1_mmn¢.[3£w7: Jlﬂtf_ [u..['L-uﬁlg tI.E‘n.

b&wg, Iugc"[rg L umcp&u:a qu nu:p&lfh
ﬂlﬂ?‘c{ .

Bm‘bq:l.m?l anw Oulmugg nt..uﬁlmulwu:g
q.acfil:‘qm?: .

"z_ “;’j'l—"l&” e . ému uﬁn{lnﬁl gy ’Ir
l@w?lm?la ’

SRE—— SRFEN




<=3 58 ge

Time writes no wrinkle on thine azure
brow —

Such as creation ’s dawn beheld, thou
rollest now.

Thou glorious mirror, where the Almi-
ghty ’s form
Glasses itself in tempests; in all time,

Calm or convulsed — in breeze, or
gale, or storm,
Icing the pole, or in the torrid clime

Dark-heaving ; — boundless, endless,
and sublime —
The 1mage of Eternity — the throne

Of the Invisible; even from out thy
slime

The monsters of the deep are made;
each zone

Obeys thee ; thou goest forth, dread,

fathomless, alone.
Aund I have loved thee, Ocean! and my
joy

IeTe
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Of youthful sports was on thy breast
to be

Borne, like thy bubbles, onward: from
a boy

I wanton ’d with thy breakers — they
to me

Were a delight ; and if the freshening
sea

Made them a terror — ’t was a plea-
sing fear,

For I was as it were a child of thee,

And trusted to thy billows far and

near,
And laid my hand upon thy mane —

as I do here.
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N WATERLOO
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There was a sound of revelry by night,

And Belgium ’s capital had gather d
then

Her beauty and her cblvalr_y - and
bright

The lamps shone o’er fair women and
brave men ;

A thousand hearts beat bapplly 5 and
when |

Music arose with its voluptuous swell,

Soft eyes look’d love to eyes which
spake again,

And all went merry as a marriage-
bell ; ;

But hush! hark! a deep sound strikes
like a rising knell!
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Did ye wvot hear it? — No;’t was but

' the wind,

Or the car rattling o’er the stony
street 5

On with the dance! let joy be uncon-
fined;

No sleep till morn, when Youth and
Pleasure meet

To chase the glowing hours with flying
feet —

But, hark! — that heavy sound breaks
in once more,

As 1if the clouds its echo would re-
peat;

And nearer, clearer, deadlier than be-
fore!

Arm'arm! it 1s — iti1s — the can-
non’s opening roar!

Within a window’d niche of that high
hall
Sate Brunswick ’s fated chieftain ; he
did hear
That sound the first amidst the festi-
val,

Beear— sl
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And caught its done with Death’s pro-
phetic ear;

And when they smiled because he
deem’d 1t near,

His heart more truly knew that peal
too well

- Which stretch’d his father on a bloo-
dy bier,

. And roused the vengeance blood alone
‘ could quell:
'He rush’d into the field, and, foremost
_ fighting, fell.

Ah! then and there was hurrying to
and fro,
And gathering tears, and tremblings
of distress,
And cheeks all pale, which but an
hour ago
Blush’d at the praise of their own
loveliness ; '
And there were sudden partings, such
as press

The life from out young hearts, and

choking sighs
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Which ne’er might be repeated; who
could guess

If ever more should meet those mu-
tual eyes,

Since upon night so sweet such awful
morn could rise!

And there was mounting in hot haste
the steed,

The mustering squadron, and the
clattering car,

Went pouring forward with impe-
tuous speed,

And swiftly forming in the ranks of
war 3

And the deep thunder peal on peal a-
far ;

And near, the beat of the alarming
drum

Roused up the soldier ere the mor-
ning star ;

While throng ’d the citizens with ter-
ror dumb,

Or whispering, with white lips — « The
foe! They come! they come!
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