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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD,

JOHN THOMAS,
LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA,

&c. &c. §e.

My Lorp,

THE very lamentable state to which
Armenia has been reduced, by the subver-
sion of her political structure and the oppres-
sion of Moslem despotism, is not only most
painful to my feelings, but must also present
a subject of deep regret and sympathy to the
mind of every Christian philosopher and true
philanthropist. Yet it is pleasing to think that
there is no calamity, however severe and des-
perate, that may not admit of relief from some
cause ohodhy,though it may be latent and re-
mote. Sitg_ated at a considerable distance
from the birth-place of our inspired ancestors,

where the cessation of Haican power was fol-
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lowed by a comparative diminution of the
cultivation of Armenian literature, we look
with the highest satisfaction at the favourable
prospects which Providence has opened to us
of maintaining a literary intercourse between
Armenia and England, by translations of va-
luable works from the language of the latter
into that of the former.

This hope of the advancement of Armenian
literature in the East Indies, is duly encou-
raged, and the expression of it fully justified,
by the philanthropic disposition Your Lord-
ship displays for the promotion of the moral
and mental good of my expatriated country-
men. Installed in the government of the
Protestant Church in India, your Lordship
has most wisely chosen to tread in the steps
of your immediate predecessor, the late Bi-
shop Heber, who had the weal of my country-
men deeply at heart, and whose name I can-

not mention but with the deepest regret and
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veneration.  Of the truth of my assertion, I
have abundant proof in the generous patron-
age your Lordship so readily bestowed on
the publication of my present translation of
“ A Summary of the principal Evidences for
the Truth and Divine Origin of the Christian
Revelation,” by Beilby Porteus, D. D. late
Lord Bishop of London. Under these impres-
sions, I think it a duty incumbent on me to
dedicatethe present volume to Y our Lordship,
as a token of my high esteem and gratitude for
your Lordship’s Christian and moral virtues,
in which I am sure I have the concurring
voice of that respectable community of which
1 have the honor to be a humble member.

I remain,
My Lorbp,
With due respect and reverence,
Y our Lordship’s most obedient Servant,
JOHANNES AVDALL.

CALcuTTA,
17th of April, 1828.
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Quod igitur his vel ipse Abidenus in eamdem verbow
‘rum formam de dilavio cum Hebraeorum historia conve-
diat, omnibus, ut mihi videtur, manifestum est. Quod
autem, quum Graeci essent historici aut Chaldaei, proin-
deque alio nomine Noe nuncaparunt, Xisuthrum vocan-
tes, minime oportet ut id miremur, Item quod si Deos
4uo more pro Deo appellarunt, et de columba siluerunt, et
aves promiscue nominaverunt, ne illud quidem nos valde
miirari oportet, Eusebii Caesariensis Clironici. Pars I, p.50.
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

The Right Rev. Father in God, John

Thomas, Bishop of Calcutta, .... 5 copies25Rs.
Ditto_ditto ditto, on account of the

Society for the Promotion of Chris-

tian Kuowledge, cvvveecieeiianse ~— 300 Rs.

The Venerable Archdeacon Corrie, .o 2 10
- §

Schmid, D. Bev. asaseseeseraeess 20

Gisborne, M. Esgesesessscossassee 2 50
Prinsep, G. A. Esq. caroneeenscces 1 =0
Dougal, J. Esqe coevvseanarccancss 1 10
‘Calcutta Christian Tract and Book

Society, seccsvescssvcrsscsccss 100
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